
United States FXtent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Addresi: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Vupnin 22313-1450 
www.tupto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/728,935 




1 1/29/2000 


George G. Robertson 


MS1-623US 


2819 


' 22801 7590 


07/07/2003 









LEE & HAYES PLLC 

421 W RIVERSIDE AVENUE SUITE 500 

SPOKANE, WA 99201 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, CAO H 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2173 ■ 

DATE MAILED: 07/07/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



0/ 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/728,935 
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~ The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30} days will be considered timery. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timery filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) 53 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Nov 29, 2000 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b)53 This action is non-final. 

3) U Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 53 Claim(s) 1-41 - is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) . is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) □ Claim(s) __ is/are allowed. 

6) 53 Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) □ Claim (s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)53 The drawing(s) filed on Nov 29, 2000 is/are a) 53 accepted or • b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 19 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) 53 Notice of References Cited (PT0-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) 53 '"formation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s). 4 Q) Q other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claim k RejUtiohsymdJSe§A03 
The following isjat^iifetandn of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) whicn fo'rms the basis for all 



obviousness rejectiorislset forth in this^©ffice action: 



disclosed or described as set forth 



(a) k A patentfinay not be obtained thougfi^sin%ntion^sSot identically 

in section r i p2 of this title, if the difference matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are^ubh that the subject matter as a whbl^vouldfi^e been obvious at the time the^invgition was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to jwhich said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the myentiorfwas^niade. ^ U 




This-application currently names^^^ In considering patentability df the 



claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), tiie ex^i&ift^^ 



4C) 



subject matter of the various 



claims was commonly owned at! thel:lme anyahventipnslc therein were made absent any 



evidence to the;c6htrary. ApplicantriCadvisedlof the obligation under 37 CFR^56 to point out 

A V \\\ N 

the inventor and indention dates breach claim! that was notxommonly owned at' the time a later 
invention was made in order, for the examiner^tosconsider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103© 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or^ 103(a). 



U 



2. ■ Claims 1-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hearst (US 
Patent No. 6,223,145 Bl) in view of Ng et al. (US Patent No. 6,258,366 Bl). 

Regarding claim 1, Hearst discloses a method comprising specifying an object having 
first and second intersecting hierarchies (..first group object and second group object; see 
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abstract); illustrating the object with respect to the first hierarchy (col. 7, lines 6-29); however, 



Hearst fails to explicitly teach presenting a second intersecting hierarchy selection option to 



*ii i i * * 1 ?\ ^Pp* i^y^i 

illustrate the object with respect to^th^^cond nU^s^cting: Aerarchy in response to user selection. 



Ng teaches preserifing>aisecond intersecting hierarchy selectibnToption to illustrate the 
object with respec^to the second mter?je|ting hierarch^imfesponse to usM^ection (see col. 8, 



lines 20-59). ifwould have been obvio^t^c^c^a^^inary skill in the artaPthe time the 



IS xliF' 



invention \psmade to provide presenting a ^condtintersecting hierarchy selectipr^iption to 
illustrate the object with respect^o the seeondlnterseGting^hierarGhy in response to user selection 



- , €\ .... 



as taught^Ng to the interactive interfac^fOT^kpeil§i% searches of Hearst, in orderto display 



I 



management of and selective presentation ofijtf eerlevels^ tree branches in the hierarchy tree of 




5) 



an information-system. 

Regarding. claim 2, Hearst discloses wherein the, object is illustrated witfrto respect to the 
first intersecting hierarchy as a three-dimensional structure (see col. 5, lineS/15-60). 



Regarding claim 3, Hearst discloses^ wherein the first and secpnl^hierarchies are 



determined by an administrator (see/Col/Splines X6-44).^^^' 



Regarding claim 4, Ng discloses wherein the first and second intersecting hierarchies 
comprise a plurality of additional objects; wherein the method further comprises presenting 
context sensitive information for the object and an additional object, the context sensitive 
information for the additional object comprising an indication of a third hierarchy; and choosing 
the indication corresponding to the third hierarchy; and in response to choosing: (a) if the first 
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hierarchy intersects the third hierarchy, illustrating both the object and the; additional object with 
respect to the third hierarchy; and (b) if the first hierarchy does not intersect the third hierarchy, 
illustrating only the additional olyeciwitMesp^i^o|tKe third hierarchy (see col. 4, lines 1 1-67 
and col. 5, lines 15-53).#C 



Regarding^daim 5, Ng disclos^n^sponse t^h^pecifying (a)S^playing additional 



objects that correspond the object; (b) exposing^ori^oBmbre attributes that correspond to the 
object; choosing an attribute; and in respons^to^thfechoosing, filtering the additional objects 
based on the chosen attributerfsee eol^|4ines^-^-and-figu^4A). 

Regarding claim 6, Ng discloses selectingihe second intersecting hierarchy-selection 



option; and in response to the selecting, illu^ vi^ith respect to the second 



intersecting hierarchy (see col. 6, ~'j^s^^Q)/jSl 

iscloses ^ 



O' 



Regarding claim 7, Hearst discloses wherein theillustrating further comprises visually 



morphine from the;first intersecting hierarchy to the secondiritersectine hierarc 
lines 35-67). ^ 



hierarchy (see col. 10, 



Regarding claim 8, Hearst discloses>visually moipffine' from the first intersecting 



hierarchy to the second intersecting hierarchy, one or more additional objects being illustrated 
with respect to the first intersecting hierarchy; and the visually morphine comprising 
simultaneously illustrating at least a portion of both the first and second intersecting hierarchies 
and graphically pivoting about the object to temporarily show a relationship of the objects with 
respect to the first and second to intersecting hierarchies (see col. 12, lines 21-54). 
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Regarding claim 9, Hearst discloses visually morphine from the first intersecting 
hierarchy to the second is intersecting hierarchy, one or more additional objects being illustrated 
with respect to the first intersecting Merarchy; M^tlfevisually morphine comprising: 
is overlaying at least a poWidnJof both the first and second inteWecting hierarchies 
simultaneously to<temporarily illustrateja^lationship o^the objects witMespect to the first and 
second interceding hierarchies (see colN^lines,6|6SS 

Regarding claim 10, Hearst discloses^whereiin the object is a first obiect, v and;the method 
further comprises displaying<f>seeond*objel^ia^^poiids4o^ie specified first object; 



selecting^the-second object; and 
objects with respect to the first jntei^ti^^ 



in resporise=tof electiirilv illustrating both the first and second 



5, lines 6-67). 



As claims 1 1-13 are analj^^previpMy.discussetilwith respected to claims 5-7 above 



Claim7.1#differs from c 



aim-Finihat "s^itchittg^from the first hierarchy^o| information to 

: .ml. . • 



a second hierarchy^qfiinfbrmatioh^tp present tlie object withkfthe second hierarchy of 
information" which read on Ng (see col. 1 lninJs'35-56). 



Regarding claims 15 and,16/H'earsfcdiscloses whereiri:the presenting and the 

switching are performed using three-dimensional graphical objects; and wherein the switching 
further comprises gradually turning an image of the first hierarchy of information into the 
second hierarchy of information, such that at least a portion of both the first and second 
hierarchies are momentarily visible (see figures 5-9). 
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As claims 17-21 are analyzed as previously discussed with respected to claims 1-4 and 
8-16 above. 

Regarding claim 22, He^r^disclpses a mettioSi comprising presenting a first object and a 



second object with respe(^ tcy^rst hierarchy of a polyarchy; selecting> second hierarchy of the 



4h 



A 



polyarchy; and in response to the seleeti|ig,j)resenting,thfefirst and secondj.objects with respect to 



the second hierarchy (see col. 14, lines 23^7^d.figur^l5-17). 



Regaling claim 23, Hearst comprising managing the first and second objects with 



■41 

la 



Claim^y differs from c 



respect to the first and second hierarchies^see-coM^rlines-25-§5). 
As A claims 24r26 are ana 



8-16 above. 



yze^s^^msl^di^ussed with respected to claims 1-4 and 




anril^ig^at^the L^ghj^dlSser interface further .comprises a 
fourth area to^isp^lay the specified,object and additiorial^bjicts that correspond the specified 



object, the fourth ^areaifacilitating-user selection of an additional object so^thaCupon selection of 



the additional object>the4econd area is^ha^ge^td^lustrate the objectln^the additional object 
within the current hierarchy" : which read-on. Ng,(see col.f^lines 25-50 and col. 8, lines 20-59). 

^ u it ^ 

As claims 30-41 are analyzed as previously discussed with respected to claims 1-4 and 



8-16 and 22-27 above. 
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Conclusion 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 




Inquires 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305-3972. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 6:00 pm. 
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